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KZN MUSEUM NEWS

Monthly updates on everything that happens at the KZN Museum!

147th Commemoration of the Battle of iSandlwana

The KwaZulu-Natal Museum attended the
147" Commemoration of the Battle of
Isandlwana. The battle, fought between the
British Empire and the Zulu army on
January 22, 1879, near Nquthu, northern
KwaZulu-Natal, marks a pivotal event in
both South African and global military
history, which resulted in a significant
triumph for the Zulu army over the British
Empire during the Anglo-Zulu War.

Under the command of leaders such as
Ntshingwayo kaMahole Khoza and
Mavumengwana kaNdlela Ntuli, thousands
of Zulu warriors utilised traditional
formations and tactics that not only altered
the course of the war but also defied global
perceptions of colonial military strength.




iSandlwana Buid-up

Leading up to the 147th Battle of Isandlwana
commemorations, the KwaZulu-Natal Museum,
alongside the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Sport,
Arts and Culture, KwaZulu-Natal Archives and
the Department of Economic Development,
Tourism and Environmental Affairs, visited
Luvisi Primary School and Esibanini Primary
School in uMzinyathi District to facilitate a
heritage workshop.

This initiative aimed to raise awareness of South
Africa’s cultural history and instil a sense of
national pride through interactive workshops that
educate individuals on national symbols, local
history, heritage sites, and tourism in KwaZulu-
Natal.

The KwaZulu-Natal Museum gave a warm
welcome to members of the Portfolio Committee
on Sport, Arts and Culture during their oversight
visit.

In keeping with the committee’'s ongoing
responsibility to oversee public entities within
the heritage sector, and to fulfil its mandate of
monitoring
development,
Africa’s cultural

governance, infrastructure

and the preservation of South
heritage, the committee met
with Museum management and was presented
with a comprehensive overview of the Museum

and its initiatives.

Additionally, the oversight visit highlighted the
New Museum Project planned for the Old St
Anne’s Hospital site and included a tour of the

location where project developments and plans
were discussed




Fieldwork in Kamberg

Starting the year off on the front foot, Drs
Ghilraen Laue and Justine Wintjes recently
travelled to Kamberg on a field trip to continue
their detailed recording of the rock art of Game
Pass Shelter.

As part of their project, the dynamic duo will
also conduct an investigation of sites in the
area, looking at the provenance of some of the
removed rock art pieces within the Museum’s
collections.

Dr Jeremy Hollmann (pictured on the left), who accompanied Drs Laue
and Wintjes to Kamberg, has since stated in a LinkedIn post that the visit

to Game Pass Shelter will form part of a multi-authored volume of
essays, edited by Ghilraen Laue, Justine Wintjes and himself.

Read up on Dr Hollmann’s post here: https://tinyurl.com/58bsup4y



https://www.linkedin.com/posts/jeremy-hollmann-b29032398_kwazulunatalmuseum-rari-rockartresearchinstitute-activity-7416728258693464064-ePjh?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAA2g-2EBlm1whgAtluVM0fRnW4kBk8bBNjw

PMB Girls’ High School STEM Fair 2026

The KwaZulu-Natal Museum's outreach team attended the fourth edition of Pietermaritzburg Girls' High School’s
annual Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Fair.

The team engaged with top-performing female learners (based on 2025 Grade 6 marks) in Science and Mathematics
from surrounding schools in Pietermaritzburg. Through interactive STEM experiments, the team showcased how

museums utilise technology for research, education and innovation.

The day's activities provided the perfect environment to foster learning and encourage young female students to

pursue STEM careers with confidence and curiosity, in hopes that they can shape and influence the future of science
in South Africa.




